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Competition General Rules & Regulations

(Applicable to All Participants & All Categories)

1. About Gandharva Manch

Gandharva Manch 2026 is a national-level institutional competition organised under the association of
Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva Mahavidyalaya Mandal (ABGMVM), Mumbai & Jagadguru Sant Tukaram
Maharaj Santpith School & Jr College, PCMC with the objective of promoting excellence in Indian
Classical Music while upholding the discipline, sanctity, and tradition.

The competition aims to provide a credible, transparent, and merit-based platform to deserving
practitioners of Indian classical arts across the country.

2. Organizing Institutions
1. Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva Mahavidyalaya Mandal (ABGMVM), Mumbai.
2. Jagadguru Sant Tukaram Maharaj Santpith School & Jr College, P.C.M.C.
3. Structure of the Competition

e Gandharva Manch 2026 will be conducted in multiple stages.
e Initial round(s) of the competition will be conducted online through an authorised digital process.

e The final round will be conducted at: Jagadguru Sant Tukaram Maharaj Santpith School & Jr College,
Gate No 1653, Patil Nagar, Talgaon Chikhali, Pimpri-Chinchwad, Pune, Maharashtra - 411062.

4. Mode of Participation

e All performances shall be strictly Solo performances.

e Group performances are not permitted at any stage of the competition.

5. Categories of Competition
The competition will be conducted in the following categories:
1. Indian Classical Vocal (Solo)
2. Sant Rachit Abhang Gayan (Solo)
3. Tabla (Solo)

=

Pakhawaj (Solo)

(2)}

. Age Groups
The competition will be conducted in the following age groups:
e 9to 12 Years
e 13to 18 Years
e 19to 25 Years

e 26to 40 Years



All age groups are common for all genders.
There will be no separate boy's or girl's categories.
7. Registration & Entry Fee

e Registration must be completed through the official registration system only, as announced by
the Organising Committee.

e The entry fee shall be as decided by the Organising Committee and communicated through
official channels.

e Entry fees are non-refundable and non-transferable under any circumstances.

8. Online Audition - General Rules
e Participants must submit their performance through the authorised online process only.
e Performance videos must:
o Be asingle continuous recording
o Be unedited
o Have clear audio and video
e Any form of editing, enhancement, dubbing, or post-production will result in immediate disqualification.
e Participants are solely responsible for:
o Video quality
o Internet connectivity

o Correct and timely submission

e The Organising Institutions shall not be responsible for:
o Failed uploads
o Incorrect file submissions

o Technical issues at the participant’s end

9. Evaluation & Jury
e Evaluation will be conducted by expert jury panels appointed by ABGMVM.
e The decision of the jury shall be final and binding.

e No appeals, re-evaluation, or score disclosure will be entertained



Evaluation Criteria :- Across Categories Wherever Applicable
O Sur (Pitch Accuracy)
- Correctness and stability of notes throughout the performance
O Taal (Rhythm & Timing)
- Ability to stay in rhythm and maintain proper tempo
O Raag Presentation
- Proper development of the raag (Alaap, Bandish, Taans)
O Voice Quality
- Clarity, control, modulation, and tonal richness
O Expression (Bhava)
- Emotional expression and connection with the raag
O Creativity & Improvisation
- Skill in improvisation within classical boundaries
O Stage Presence
- Confidence, posture, and audience engagement
O Overall Impact

- Overall impression of the performance

The candidates will be judged by the experts as per the above parameters and as per the best practices
in the respective categories.

10. Final Round - On-Ground Competition

Selected participants will be invited to the final round.
Final round dates will be announced in the later phase of the competition.

Dates and schedules will be communicated through the official social media and websites of
ABGMVM and Santpith.

All travel, accommodation, and personal expenses shall be borne by the participants themselves.

The Organising Institutions shall not be responsible for travel or stay arrangements.

11. Prize Structure

In each competition category and each age group, prizes will be awarded to the Top 4 performers based
purely on merit.

Winners will be selected irrespective of gender.



12. Changes & Authority

13.

14

15.

The Organising Committee reserves the right to:
o Modify schedules
o Change competition timelines or structure
o Amend rules if required for smooth conduct
Any such changes will be communicated through official channels only.

The decision of the Organising Committee shall be final in all matters.

Code of Conduct & Disclaimer
Participants must maintain discipline, decorum, and respect towards the jury and organisers.
Any misconduct, indiscipline, or violation of rules may lead to immediate disqualification.
The Organising Institutions shall not be liable for:

o Personal loss or damage

o Health-related incidents

o Travel-related issues

Participation in the competition is entirely at the participant’'s own responsibility

. Video Submission Guidelines

The duration of the submitted performance video must be max. 8 to 10 minutes.
The video must be a single, continuous recording, without any cuts, edits, or post-production.

The submitted video must be publicly accessible (via YouTube or Google Drive link), ensuring that it can
be viewed without any access restrictions.

Evaluation Guidelines

1. Indian Classical Vocal
o The Performances must be raga-based and strictly classical.
o Film songs or non-classical compositions are not permitted.

o Permitted accompaniment: Harmonium, Tabla, Tanpura (electronic or acoustic)

2. Sant Rachit Abhang Gayan
o Only traditional Abhang compositions by Sant Parampara are permitted.
o Compositions of Sant from all parts of India will be accepted.
o Narration, dramatization, or commentary during performance is not allowed.

o Bhakti geet and Bhav geet are not accepted.



o Film-style, popular or light-hearted songs are not acceptable.
o Sant compositions will be accepted in Marathi and Hindi languages only.

o Permitted accompaniment: Harmonium, Tabla / Pakhawaj, Taal, Tanpura

3. Tabla / Pakhawaj (Solo)
o Performances must follow the traditional classical instrumental structure.
o Only classical musical instruments are permitted.
o Film music, fusion, or experimental styles are not allowed.
o Only traditional pakhawaj compositions and bols may be presented.
o Fusion, mixing of other styles, or experimental rhythmic patterns are not permitted.

o For both tabla solo and pakhawaj solo competitions, the available instrument must be
used for lehra/nagma accompaniment.

Best performance will be featured on the official platforms of Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva Mahavidyalaya Mandal
(ABGMVM), Mumbai and Jagadguru Sant Tukaram Maharaj Santpith, P.C.M.C.

Final Acceptance Clause: By registering for Gandharva Manch 2026, every participant confirms that they have
read, understood, and agreed to abide by all rules and decisions stated in this document.
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